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Fontana Unified School District 
 

 
Link to Home Learning Opportunities for FUSD Students: https://www.fusd.net/learning 

Suggested TK-5 At-Home Learning & Enrichment Ideas 
Listed below are a series of activities.  
The order of these activities can be changed to meet your individual family needs. The activities can be repeated 
daily. Does my child have to complete the instructional resources provided? 

▪ NO. Completing any of the resources provided is voluntary. 
▪ These packets will not be graded or count in students’ grades. 

 
Math Learning 
Activities  

The At-Home Activity Packet includes practice problems that align with important grade 
level math concepts.  

 
Let’s Move 
 

Play outside if weather permits or be active inside your home.  
Inspire kids to get up and start moving either with a dance party, mindfulness activity, 
indoor PE or exercise to wake up their bodies to be their best.  

 
ELA Learning 
Activities 

The At-Home Activity Packet includes Read Aloud directions and grammar lessons that 
align to important English Language Arts standards.   
Read a book or article aloud together. Questions to ask before, during, and after 
reading, who are the characters? What happened in the story at the beginning, in the 
middle and at the end? What are you thinking? Why? What are you wondering? Why? 
What did you learn? 

Lunch School meals are being served at:  
 
Almeria Middle School – 7723 Almeria Ave, 92336 
Beech Avenue Elementary School- 9206 Beech Ave., 92335 
Fontana Middle School- 8425 Mango Ave., 92335 
Fontana High School- 9453 Citrus Ave., 92335 
Juniper Elementary School- 7655 Juniper Ave., 92336 
Palmetto Elementary School- 9325 Palmetto Ave., 92335 
Primrose Elementary School- 751 N. Maple Ave., 92336 
Redwood Elementary School- 8570 Redwood Ave., 92335 
Sierra Lakes Elementary School- 5740 Avenal Pl., 92336 
Southridge Middle School- 14500 Live Oak Ave., 92337 

 
Writing 

The At-Home Activity Packet includes Writing Ideas and Prompts. 
Have students complete a writing prompt 
Questions to ask before, during, and after writing Can you write or say more? Can you 
provide evidence? Check spelling, punctuation, and capitals. 

Creative Time Playdough, Hands on Projects, Coloring, Readers Theater, act out a story or movie, 
Playing with Legos, Toys or Video Games. 

STEAM  The At-Home Activity Packet includes activities that allows for investigation, 
experiential learning, discovering how somethings work, how to build it and how to fix 
it.  Young learners can connect with the past and other cultures through social studies 
activities.   

Family Time Board games, cook dinner together, help with chores, watch movies or tell stories 
together. 

Every Student Successful | Engaging Schools | Empowered Communities 

TK-5 Paper Packets:  In light of recent school closures resulting from the public health crisis created by 
the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19), FUSD has developed optional enrichment resources students may 
work on at home. These enrichment materials can be used during the school closures. 
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Parent Guide for Assisting Children with      

At-Home Learning & Enrichment Packets 

Parents can assist children with At-Home Learning & Enrichment Packets by making learning a priority and help children 
develop good study habits.  By doing At-Home Learning & Enrichment Packets, kids learn how to:  

• read and follow directions independently 

• manage and budget time (for long-term assignments like book reports) 

• complete work neatly and to the best of their ability 

It also helps them develop a sense of responsibility, pride in a job well done, and a work ethic that will benefit them well 
beyond the classroom. 

Setting Up A Learning Environment at Home 

The kitchen or dining room table is a popular workspace for younger children; they may feel more comfortable being near 

you, and you can provide encouragement and assistance. Older kids might prefer to retreat to their rooms but check in 

periodically and review the work when it's completed.  It's important to make sure their workspace is well-lit, comfortable, 

quiet and free from distractions like TV, video games, phone calls or other family members.  

Here are more tips to help make At-Home Learning & Enrichment easier for kids: 

Be there to offer support and guidance, answer questions, help interpret assignment instructions, and review the completed 

work. But resist the urge to provide the right answers or complete assignments.  Focus on helping kids develop the problem-

solving skills they'll need to get through this assignment and any others and offer your encouragement as they do. They'll 

develop confidence and a love of learning from doing it themselves. 

Be a good example by showing your own love of learning. While your child does the At-Home Learning & Enrichment Packet 

do your own — read books, magazines, and newspapers; write letters, lists, and emails; use math skills to calculate expenses 

or balance the checkbook. By showing that learning remains important — even fun — once school's over, you'll help your 

kids understand that building knowledge is something to enjoy! 
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  Distrito Unificado Escolar de Fontana 
 

 
Enlace a Oportunidades de Aprendizaje en el Hogar para estudiantes del FUSD: https://www.fusd.net/learning 

Sugerencias de Ideas para el Enriquecimiento y Aprendizaje en el Hogar para TK-5  
Abajo se enumeran una serie de actividades.  
El orden de estas actividades se puede cambiar para satisfacer las necesidades individuales de tu familia. Las actividades se 
pueden repetir diariamente. ¿Tiene que finalizar mi hijo los recursos de enseñanza proporcionados? 

▪ NO. La finalización de cualquiera de los recursos proporcionados es voluntaria. 
▪ Estos paquetes no se calificarán ni contarán en el grado de los estudiantes. 

 
Actividades de 
Aprendizaje 
Matemático  

El Paquete de Actividades para el Hogar incluye ejercicios prácticos que se alinean con 
importantes conceptos matemáticos a nivel de grado.  

 
Vamos a movernos 
 

Juegue afuera si el clima lo permite o sé activo dentro de la casa.  
Motive a los niños a levantarse y moverse, ya sea bailando, con actividades de concientización, 
con educación física en la casa o ejercitando sus cuerpos para despertarlos y dar lo mejor de 
ellos.  

 
Actividades de 
Aprendizaje de ELA 

El Paquete de Actividades para el Hogar incluye instrucciones para leer en voz alta y lecciones de 
gramática que se alinean con estándares importantes de Lengua y Literatura.   
Lean juntos y en voz alta un libro o un artículo. Estas son cosas que preguntar antes, durante y 
después de leer: ¿Quiénes son los personajes? ¿Qué pasó al principio, en la mitad, y al final de la 
historia? ¿Qué estás pensando? ¿Por qué? ¿Qué te estás preguntando? ¿Por qué? ¿Qué 
aprendiste? 

Almuerzo Se está sirviendo comida en las siguientes escuelas:  
 
Escuela Secundaria Almeria - 7723 Almeria Ave, 92336 
Escuela Primaria Beech Avenue - 9206 Beech Ave., 92335 
Escuela Secundaria Fontana - 8425 Mango Ave., 92335 
Escuela Preparatoria Fontana - 9453 Citrus Ave., 92335 
Escuela Primaria Juniper - 7655 Juniper Ave., 92336 
Escuela Primaria Palmetto - 9325 Palmetto Ave., 92335 
Escuela Primaria Primrose - 751 N. Maple Ave., 92336 
Escuela Primaria Redwood - 8570 Redwood Ave., 92335 
Escuela Primaria Sierra Lakes - 5740 Avenal Pl., 92336 
Escuela Secundaria Southridge - 14500 Live Oak Ave., 92337 

 
Escritura 

El Paquete de Actividades para el Hogar incluye ideas y temas de escritura. 
Haga que los estudiantes completen un tema de escritura. 
Estas son cosas que preguntar antes, durante y después de escribir: ¿Puedes escribir o decir 
más? ¿Puedes proporcionar evidencia? Revisa ortografía, puntuación, y mayúsculas. 

Hora Creativa Plastilina, proyectos manuales, colorear, teatro de lectores, actuar una historia o una película, 
jugar con Legos, juguetes o videojuegos. 

STEAM  El Paquete de Actividades para el Hogar incluye actividades que permiten la investigación, el 
aprendizaje experimental, descubrir el funcionamiento de cosas, como construirlas y como 
arreglarlas.  Los aprendices jóvenes pueden conectar con el pasado y otras culturas por medio 
de las actividades de estudios sociales.   

Tiempo en Familia Juegos de mesa, cocinar juntos, ayudar con los quehaceres, ver películas o contar historias 
juntos. 

Éxito para cada estudiante | Escuelas emprendedoras | Comunidades empoderadas 

Paquetes Impresos para TK-5:  A la luz de los recientes cierres escolares resultantes de la crisis de salud pública 
creada por el Nuevo Coronavirus (COVID-19), el FUSD ha desarrollado recursos opcionales de enriquecimiento 
para que los estudiantes puedan trabajar en casa. Estos materiales de enriquecimiento se pueden usar durante 
los cierres escolares. 
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Guía Parental para Ayudar a los Niños con los 

Paquetes de Aprendizaje & Enriquecimiento en el 

Hogar  

Los padres de familia pueden ayudar a los niños con los Paquetes de Enriquecimiento y Aprendizaje en el Hogar dándole 
prioridad al aprendizaje y ayudar a que los niños desarrollen buenos hábitos de estudio.  Al hacer los Paquetes de 
Enriquecimiento y Aprendizaje en el Hogar, los niños aprenden como:  

• Leer y seguir instrucciones de manera independiente 

• gestionar y presupuestar el tiempo (para tareas a largo plazo como los informes de libros) 

• completar el trabajo con esmero y a la medida de sus capacidades 

También los ayudará a desarrollar sentido de responsabilidad, orgullo de un trabajo bien hecho, y una ética profesional que 
les beneficiará más allá del salón de clases. 

Creando un entorno de aprendizaje en el hogar 

La cocina o la mesa del comedor son un sitio de trabajo popular para niños más pequeños; puede que se sientan más 

cómodos estando cerca de usted, y usted puede proporcionar motivación y asistencia. Los niños mayores prefieren retirarse 

a sus recámaras, pero vaya a verlos periódicamente y revise su trabajo cuando lo finalicen.  Es importante asegurarse de que 

su espacio de trabajo está bien iluminado, es cómodo, tranquilo y libre de distracciones como la televisión, videojuegos, 

llamadas telefónicas u otros miembros de la familia.  

Estos son algunos consejos para ayudar a que el Aprendizaje & Enriquecimiento en el Hogar sea más fácil para los niños: 

Esté presente para ofrecer su apoyo y orientación, responder a preguntas, ayudar a interpretar las instrucciones de las 

tareas, y revisar el trabajo finalizado. Pero resista la urgencia de proporcionar las respuestas correctas o a completar las 

tareas.  Enfóquese en ayudar a que los niños desarrollen las habilidades de resolución de problemas que necesitarán para 

completar esta tarea y cualquier otra, y ofrezca su apoyo a medida que lo hacen. Ellos desarrollarán confianza y amor por el 

aprendizaje al hacerlo ellos mismos. 

Sea un buen ejemplo al mostrarles su propio amor por aprender. Mientras su hijo hace su Paquete de Aprendizaje & 

Enriquecimiento en el Hogar, haga el suyo— lea libros, revistas, y periódicos; escriba cartas, listas, y correos electrónicos; use 

destrezas matemáticas para calcular gastos o balancear la chequera. Al mostrar que el aprendizaje sigue siendo importante— 

incluso divertido — una vez que la escuela acabe, ¡usted le ayudará a sus hijos a entender que desarrollar su conocimiento es 

algo que disfrutar!  
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Grade 4 Language Arts: May 2020

Instructions: Below are lessons you can complete within a week.  Each lesson should take 

between 30 – 45 minutes.  You will need the attached packet, paper, and a pencil.  Check off 

the completed box when each lesson is finished. Have fun and try your best!   

** Daily Bonus: Every day write one or two sentences about what is going on in your life.  You 
are becoming the recorders during this historical time in our lives.  What you write today can 
help the students of the future understand what took place in 2020.

Lesson Task Completed 

1 Read 

• Read the text “More Than Anything Else.”

• On a separate piece of paper, sequence the events of the story in

your own words.  Sequencing is when you tell what happens at the

beginning of the story and all major events in order (i.e., what

happened first, next, etc.).

2 Vocabulary/Word Work 
• The vocabulary words for the week: desperate, experience, hire

• Complete the attached (or create your own) 4-square vocabulary 

activity for each word. See the sample provided. 

3 Comprehension Strategies/Skills 

• The story “More Than Anything Else” uses similes to help us

understand and visualize the details of the story.  One example is,

“But then, as he began to chew, it was like an oil tanker 

had spilled in his throat.”   

This means that your throat feels uncomfortable when you 

eat something sour.  This gives the reader a better 

understanding of how Tommy was feeling when he was 

eating the candy. 

• Find and underline two more similes in the story.  On a separate

piece of paper write the similes and what you think they mean.

Then describe how it helps you to understand the story better.

4 Reread 

• Reread the story.

• What questions do you still have? What will Tommy do next?

• On a separate piece of paper, make a list of things you still wonder

about the story.

5 Writing 

• At the end of “More Than Anything Else” Tommy is hired to work at

the candy store.  What could happen next?

• Refer back to the list of questions you made in lesson 4.  Make a

prediction about what happens next in Tommy’s story.

• On a separate piece of paper, finish the story in your own words.
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Lesson Task Completed

1 Read 

• Read the poem “Grown Up”

• How does the poet show the passage of time?

• How old do you think the narrator was when he was a

superhero?  How do you know?

• On a separate piece of paper, make a timeline of what

happened at each age of the narrator’s life.

2 Vocabulary/Word Work 

• The vocabulary words for the week: scrawl, steered, ease

• Complete the attached 4-square vocabulary activity for each

word. See the sample provided.

3 Comprehension Strategies/Skills 

• The poet uses phrases like “I used to be a superhero” and “I

made a rocket ship.”  Do you think the poet was really a

superhero? Did he really make a rocket ship?

• On a separate piece of paper explain how you know what

parts of the poem are make-believe.

4 Reread 

• Reread the poem.

• Think about the ways you played and what you did when you

were younger.

• On a separate piece of paper make a list of what you

remembered.  Why don’t you do those things anymore?

Could you still do them?

5 Writing 

• Using the same style as the poem “Grown Up,” create your

own poem about how you have grown up.
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Lengua y Literatura en Inglés de 4o Grado: mayo del 2020 

Instrucciones: Adelante hay lecciones que puedes completar dentro de una semana. 

Cada lección deberá tomar dentro de 30 – 45 minutos.  Necesitarás el paquete 

adjunto, papel, y lápiz.  Después de terminar cada lección, marca el cuadro 

“Completado.” ¡Diviértete y haz lo mejor que puedas!  

Lección Tarea Completado 

1 Lectura 

• Lee el texto, “More Than Anything Else.”

• En una hoja separada, escribe la secuencia de eventos de la

historia en tus propias palabras. Poner en secuencia es cuando

dices en orden lo que sucedió al principio de la historia y todos

los eventos importantes (i.e., lo que sucedió primero, después,

etc.).

2 Vocabulario/Trabajo de palabras 

• Las palabras de vocabulario de la semana: desperate,

experience, hire

• Completa la actividad de vocabulario de 4-cuadros para cada

palabra. Ver el ejemplo proporcionado.

3 Estrategias/habilidades de comprensión 

• La historia “More Than Anything Else” usa símiles para ayudarnos

a entender y visualizar los detalles de la historia. Por ejemplo,

“But then, as he began to chew, it was like an oil 

tanker had spilled in his throat.”  (“pero luego, al 

comenzar a masticar, fue como si un barco petrolero 

se derramara en su garganta”) 

Esto significa que tu garganta se siente incomoda 

cuando comes algo agrio.  Esto le da al lector una mejor 

comprensión de cómo se sintió Tommy cuando se estaba 

comiendo el dulce. 

• Encuentra y subraya otros dos símiles en la historia. En una hoja

separada escribe las símiles y lo que tú crees que significan.

Luego escribe como te ayudan a entender la historia mejor.

4 Vuelve a leer 

• Vuelve a leer la historia

• ¿Qué preguntas tienes todavía? ¿Qué hará Tommy a

continuación?

• En una hoja separada, haz una lista de las preguntas que

todavía tengas sobre la historia.
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5 Escritura 

• Al final de “More Than Anything Else” Tommy es contratado para

trabajar en la tienda de dulces.  ¿Qué podrá suceder después?

• Consulta la lista de preguntas que hiciste en la lección 4.  Haz

una predicción sobre lo que pasara después en la historia de

Tommy.

• En otra hoja separada, termina la historia en tus propias

palabras.

Lección Tarea Completado 

1 Lectura 

• Lee el poema “Grown Up”

• ¿Cómo muestra el poeta el paso del tiempo?

• ¿Qué edad piensas que tenía el narrador cuando fue

superhéroe? ¿Cómo sabes?

• En una hoja separada, haz un cronograma de lo que sucedió

en cada etapa de edad de la vida del narrador.

2 Vocabulario/Trabajo de palabras 

• Las palabras de vocabulario de la semana: scrawl, steered,

ease

• Completa la actividad adjunta de vocabulario de 4-cuadros

para cada palabra. Ver el ejemplo proporcionado.

3 Estrategias/habilidades de comprensión 

• El poeta usa frases como “I used to be a superhero” y “I made

a rocket ship.”  ¿Tú crees que en realidad el poeta era un

superhéroe? ¿En realidad, hizo una nave espacial?

• En una hoja separada, explica cómo sabes cuáles partes del

poema son ficticias.

4 Vuelve a leer

• Vuelve a leer el poema.

• Piensa sobre maneras en las que tú has jugado y lo que hacías

cuando eras más chico.

• En una hoja separada, haz una lista de lo que recuerdas. ¿Por

qué ya no haces esas cosas? ¿Podrías hacerlas todavía?

5 Escritura

• Usando el mismo estilo del poema “Grown Up,” crea tu propio

poema sobre cómo has crecido.
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Read the Article. 

1 | P a g e

More Than Anything Else 
by W.M. Akers 

It wasn't the candy he wanted. It was the skateboard. Tommy had been staring at 
it for weeks, every day on his way home from school, admiring it through the 
window of the skate shop on Market Street. It was a longboard-a serious 
skateboard, not meant for tricks or speed, but for long rides down hills, on busy 
roads, or all the way across town. This was a skateboard that could change 
Tommy's life forever. No longer would his parents have to pick him up after 
school, or at the movies or the mall. The longboard would be able to take him 
home.  

It was ocean blue, with chrome wheels and an elaborate drawing of a rocket ship 
on the underside. Each time he pressed his face against the glass of the skate 
shop, he felt himself fall into that picture, and his dreams of riding the longboard 
became mixed up with dreams of interstellar travel. He wasn't just going to the 
mall. He was going to Mars, to Alpha Centauri, to anywhere in the galaxy he felt 
like. He was going to conquer the stars.\\ 

Or he would have, anyway, if his dad weren't such a cheapskate. There's 
something about fathers that makes it impossible for them to understand 
skateboards. 

"Dad," Tommy said. "It's the world's finest skateboard. It could change my life 
forever." 

"That's great," said Dad. "I'm all for kids having hobbies. But that's an expensive 
little toy, and -" 

Page 11 of 59



2 | P a g e

"It's not a toy!" Tommy felt himself about to lose his temper. If he shouted, he 
knew he would never come close to owning his board. He collected himself. "It's 
a whole new way of life. When you were my age, what was the thing you wanted 
more than anything else? The thing you dreamed about? The thing you promised 
yourself you would get, no matter what?" 

"A Black Shadow." 

"A what?" 

"A Vincent Black Shadow-the world's finest motorcycle. A more beautiful piece of 
machinery has never been designed." 

"So yeah, this board is like the Vincent Black Shadow for the 21st Century. So 
you see why I have to have it." 

"You know what my dad told me when I asked for a Black Shadow?" 

"What?" 

"Nothing. I didn't ask him, because I knew he'd think it was nothing more than an 
expensive toy. I went out, got a job, and started saving." 

"Man," said Tommy. "I was afraid you'd say something like that." 

"Dads are the worst, aren't they?" 

*** 

Tommy walked up and down Market Street looking for someplace to work. The 
pizzeria wasn't hiring. The coffee shop said he was too young. The comic book 
store said he didn't have enough experience. 

"But how can I get experience," Tommy asked, "if nobody will give me a job?!" 
The comic book clerk didn't answer. Tommy composed himself, said thank you, 
and left. 

The only store with a "HELP WANTED" sign was the one he had been dreading 
most: Orson's Confectionaries. The candy store. 

Whoever thinks that all kids love candy stores has never been to Orson's. It had 
been in the town since the dawn of time, and hadn't been updated much since. A 
dark, winding dungeon of a store, its shelves were filled with jars of weird, sticky 
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3 | P a g e

gums and sucking candies so hard they could crack your teeth. Over all of it 
stood Mr. Orson, a hard-eyed skeleton of a man whose long grey hair and baggy 
clothes made him look like an out-of-work wizard. 

Tommy didn't know how the confectionary stayed in business. He'd never seen a 
kid go in or out, and he'd never heard anyone talk about buying something there. 
How could that store turn a profit? And why would a store with no customers 
need an extra employee? Tommy didn't want to find out, but the skateboard 
demanded he try. He pushed on the creaky old door, sucked in his breath, and 
plunged in. 

"How may I help you?" said Mr. Orson. He sounded like a snake with a cold. 

"I, uh, uh...I-" 

"You're looking for sweets?" 
"No, well, uh-" 

"Some raspberry rope, perhaps?" 

"No thank you. Actually, I-" 

"A chocolate lover, are we? Perhaps you'd prefer a chunk of Carlsberg Chew? 
It's the finest dark chocolate made in Germany. It has real hazelnuts inside!" 

"That sounds good, but actually-" 

"I see," said Mr. Orson, and his eyes went wide. His mouth crinkled up like a 
dead leaf, and Tommy got the impression that he was either about to scream at 
him, or sneeze. "I understand completely now." 

"Understand what?" 

"You are a boy...with a sour tooth." He reached behind him, to the highest shelf 
on a rickety bookcase, and presented Tommy with a star-shaped, tiny yellow 
candy. "Try this. A Sunburst Express-a sour candy of my own design." 

"Yeah?" 

"Free of charge." 

Tommy licked his lips. If there was one thing in life he loved more than 
skateboarding, it was sour candy. The grosser the better, he thought. A candy 
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wasn't any good unless it made you squeeze your face together, shut your eyes, 
and want to cry. That's how you knew it was nice and sour. 

"It's pretty sour?" 

"It will make your tongue turn inside out." 

Tommy reached for the candy and popped it into his mouth. At first, he tasted 
nothing. But then, as he began to chew, it was like an oil tanker had spilled in his 
throat. His gums were on fire. His tonsils were tap-dancing. And his tongue...his 
tongue felt like it was about to turn itself inside out! 

"Oh my goodness!" he gasped. "This is the best candy I ever tasted." 

"Why thank you," said Mr. Orson. "Have a sip of Fizzberry Soda. It will ease the 
sensation. Now, you're looking for a job?" 

"How did you know?" 

"I could just tell. Desperate for a new toy, are you?" 

"It's not a toy! It's...well, yes. That's right." 

"The Sunburst was a test. I don't want anyone working here who doesn't love 
sour sweets." 

"I love 'em more than anything!" Tommy remembered the skateboard. "Well, 
practically anything." 

"Good," said Mr. Orson, as he handed Tommy an apron. "Then you'll be getting 
your new toy very soon indeed.” 
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Read the Poem.

1 | P a g e

Grown Up 

I used to be a superhero, 
Soaring high from tree to tree. 
With a cape around my shoulders, 
I was as happy as could be. 

"Grow up," my brother said. 

By four, I'd made a rocket ship. 
It took me all the way to Mars. 
It started out as a cardboard box, 
Before I steered it to the stars. 

"Grow up," my sister said. 

At five, I could read and write 
in every language ever heard. 
The pictures gave me all I needed. 
And crayon scrawls stood in for words. 

"Grow up," my best friend said. 

At six, I put my cape away. 
At seven, a box was just a box. 
By eight, I read and wrote with ease. 
I could tell the time on clocks. 

"You're growing up," my mother said. 

I miss my cape. Sometimes I think 
that boxes still could make cool forts. 
But I have no time for make believe 
I'm busy writing school reports. 

I don't always like being grown up. 
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SAMPLE Vocabulary Activity Page 

How is this word used in the text? 

It felt as if they were standing right in the 
middle of its rocky formation, the students 
said.  

Source – Go on A Field Trip Without Leaving 
the Classroom? Just Put on Goggles 

Paragraph 4 

Write the definition in your own words. 

a big shape or structure 

Draw a picture to represent the meaning 
of the word. 

             Use the word in your own sentence. 
  Make sure the sentence shows you 
  understand the meaning of the word. 

When I looked in the sky, the clouds made a 
pretty formation. 

VOCABULARY WORD 

formation 
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 How is this word used in the text? Write the definition in your own words. 

Draw a picture to represent the meaning 
of the word. 

Use the word in your own sentence.  
Make sure the sentence shows you  
understand the definition of the word. 

VOCABULARY WORD 

Vocabulary for the Article
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 How is this word used in the text? Write the definition in your own words. 

Draw a picture to represent the meaning 
of the word. 

Use the word in your own sentence.  
Make sure the sentence shows you  
understand the definition of the word. 

VOCABULARY WORD 

Vocabulary for the Article 
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 How is this word used in the text? Write the definition in your own words. 

Draw a picture to represent the meaning 
of the word. 

Use the word in your own sentence.  
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 How is this word used in the text? Write the definition in your own words. 

Draw a picture to represent the meaning 
of the word. 

Use the word in your own sentence.  
Make sure the sentence shows you  
understand the definition of the word. 
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 How is this word used in the text? Write the definition in your own words. 

Draw a picture to represent the meaning 
of the word. 

Use the word in your own sentence.  
Make sure the sentence shows you  
understand the definition of the word. 
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 How is this word used in the text? Write the definition in your own words. 

Draw a picture to represent the meaning 
of the word. 

Use the word in your own sentence.  
Make sure the sentence shows you  
understand the definition of the word. 

VOCABULARY WORD 

Vocabulary for the Poem
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4th Grade Packet → Assignment 1 

Please measure the following objects in centimeters and record the results. 

Object to be Measured Measurement in 
Centimeters 

1. Width of your bed

2. Width of a door

3. Height from the floor to
the seat of your favorite
chair

4. Length of a telephone or
cell phone

5. Dimensions of your
favorite book

Composite Numbers 

Use the digits 1 to 9, at most one time each, to make 5 composite numbers. (Source: 

https://www.openmiddle.com/) 

Alligators 

Ten alligators went down to the river. Three of them laid eggs. They laid 5 eggs each. A snake ate 8 

eggs. How many eggs are left? 
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Assignment 2 

Stacking Shapes 

You have a sphere, a cube, a cylinder, a cone, a rectangular prism and a pyramid. Which shapes will stack? 
Which shapes will roll? Explain your reasons for each answer. 

 

 

 

Pig Game 

Materials: dice, pencil and paper. 

Pig is a game for 2 or more players. Players take turns rolling the die as many times as they like. If a roll is 

a 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6, the player adds that many points to their score for the turn. A player may choose to end 

their turn at any time and “bank” their points. If a player rolls a 1, they lose all their unbanked points and 

their turn is over. Play to 50. (Source: mathforlove.org) 

 

Noticing 

On a piece of paper, make two columns. In one column, list the things that are the same in this picture, 

and in the other column, list the things that are different. (Source: 

https://samedifferentimages.wordpress.com/) 
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Assignment 3 

Prime Numbers (Source: https://www.openmiddle.com/) 

Use the digits 1 to 9, at most one time each, to make 5 prime numbers. 

 

 

Counting (Source: visualpatterns.org)  

How many squares do you see? How did you count them? 

 

 

 

 

Which One Doesn’t Belong? (Source: wodb.ca)  

Choose one sum in this picture that you don’t think it belongs with 

the rest. Explain why. Can you pick another sum and give a different 

reason?  
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Assignment 4 

Ratio Table. (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 

Fill in the ratio table for 31. 

 

Mountain Ranges (Source: https://playwithyourmath.com/) 

There are 5 mountain ranges that are 3 units wide. How many mountain ranges are 4 units wide? 

 

Visual Pattern (Source: visualpatterns.org) 

Below is a pattern of footballs in stages 1-3 below. Draw what you think stage 4 might look like. Label how 

many footballs are in each stage. 

 

 

Assignment 5 

Multiplying Two-Digit Numbers – Closest to 7,000  

(Source: https://www.openmiddle.com/) 

Using the digits 1 to 9 at most one time each, fill in the boxes to make the product as close to 7,000 as 

possible 
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Story Problem (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 

LaToya had a large collection of basketball cards. She decided to give half of them to her friend, Erin, and 
a fourth of them to her brother. She still has 75 cards left. How many cards did she start with? 

 

Life Savers (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 

Did you know that there are 14 Life Saver candies in a roll of Life Savers? Fill in the blanks on the ratio 

table to show how many Life Savers there are in different numbers of rolls. 

    

 

Assignment 6 

Elapsed Time (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 

Solve problems A and B. You may want to use an open number line to model the problem. 

       

A. Anna started a race at 9:30 am. She ran for 3 hours and 47 minutes. What time did she finish her race? 

 

 

B. Michael and Tyler both ran a half marathon. Michael finished in 1 hour 42 minutes and 13 seconds. 

Tyler finished in 97 minutes and 49 seconds. 
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i. Who was faster? 

 

ii. How much faster was he? 

          

C. Takumi ran the first mile of his race in 450 seconds. How many minutes was his first mile?  

        

Benchmark Fractions (Source: https://www.openmiddle.com/) 

Use the digits 1 to 9, no more than once, to create three fractions that are as close to zero, one half and 

one as possible. NOTE: Close as possible is measured by adding up all the differences and making it the 

least possible value. 

 

Fraction Talk (Source: http://fractiontalks.com/) 

What fraction of the big square is represented by each region? (Do 

all your fractions add up to one whole?) 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment 7 

Perimeter and Area (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 

You can make sketches to help solve the problems below. Remember to include the units of 

measurement in your answers. Show all of your work.  

A. The classroom rug is 9 feet long and 8 feet wide. What is the total area of the rug? What is the 

perimeter of the rug? 

 

B. Chrissy is going to make a big painting on a piece of wood that is 4 feet wide and 7 feet long. What is 

the total area of the piece of wood? What is the perimeter of the piece of wood? 
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C. The school playground measures 465 feet by 285 feet. What is the perimeter of the playground?  

   

Puzzle (Source: https://www.solvemoji.com/) 

What is the value of the last row? 

 

 

 

Noticing (Source: https://samedifferentimages.wordpress.com/) 

On a piece of paper, make two columns. In one column, list the things that are the same in this picture, 

and in the other column, list the things that are different.  

 

 

 

Assignment 8: 

Symmetry (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 

Figures a–c show only half of the designs, on the left side of their lines of symmetry. 

 

Complete each design on the right side of the line of symmetry.  
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What did you do to make sure that the other half of each design you drew was accurate?  

     

Visual Pattern (Source: visualpatterns.org) 

Below is a pattern of peaches in steps 1-3 below. Draw what you think step 4 might look like. Label how 

many peaches are in each step. 
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Assignment 9 

Comparing Fractions (Source: https://www.openmiddle.com/) 

Use the digits 1 to 9, at most one time each, to fill in the boxes to create two different fractions: one that 

is less than one half and one that is more than one half. 

 

 

Mobile (Source: https://solveme.edc.org/Mobiles.html) 

What is the value of the heart? The trapezoid? 

 

 

 

Tracing a Figure (Source: https://brilliant.org/) 

Starting with your pencil at a location of your choice on the two dimensional figure, is it possible to trace 

this entire figure without lifting your pencil or redrawing a line? (Crossing at an intersection is okay.) 
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Planning a Vacation
Use estimation of quantities, distance, area, and money 
to plan a vacation. Choose a special place you want to 
go and the fun things you want to do there.

1. First, decide on a place to visit. Then, figure out your travel
schedule. (Don’t forget that you have to come back!)

■ About how many miles away is this vacation place?

■ About how many hours or days will it take to drive there?

2. Next, estimate how much you will spend on meals and a hotel.

■ About how many nights will you stay at the hotel? About
how much will you spend for your hotel stay? (Hint: Round
the hotel price to the nearest ten dollars.)

■ About how many meals will you have on your trip? About
how much will you spend on meals?

■ What fun and interesting places will you visit? About how
much will you spend?

3. Finally, write a travel diary including the following:

■ About how many miles did you travel? About how long
did it take?

■ Where did you stay and
what fun things did you do?

■ What were the estimated
costs? About how much
did you spend each day?

32 thirty-two

Vacation Project: Use the following 3 pages to complete the vacation project. 
Answer all the questions on a separate page. Keep your work neat and organized. 
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County Zoo 

Admission $20 per adult 

Children under 10:  $15 

Amusement Park 

Admission:  $ 35 per adult 

Children under 12:  $25 

Observatory 

Admission:  $18.00 Per person 

Children under 10:  $10 

Museum 

Admission $20 per person 

Children under 12:  $15 
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Animal Traits Grade 4 
Physical and behavioral traits vary greatly amongst living organisms.  These traits, also known as adaptations 
are important to the organisms survival. This lesson explores the types of adaptations plants and animals have 
and how they are beneficial to them.  Students will explore habitats and animal traits in order to design their 
own animal.  The time frames on this lesson are merely suggestions.   
 
NGSS Standard: 4-LS1-1. Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external structures that 
function to support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction. 
 
Prepare:       Make a Science Journal!    

1. Fold papers in half (at least 5 sheets suggested)   
2. Fasten papers with staples or holes and string.   
3. Design the cover with a title (My Science Journal), a picture, and your name.   

   
*If students cannot be outside, he/she may observe insects, pets, plants inside the home or by looking out the 
window.   
 

 

Engage-Day 1 
Nature Walk 
On a clean page in your science journal write:  Nature Walk, and today’s date, on the 
top line.  Go outside for 20-30 minutes* and write down the living organisms you see.  
These can include different plants, animals and insects.  Write in detail, the different 
structures (parts) that are on the organisms.  Describe how their body parts look, 
taking note of anything that looks strange or interesting.  Include drawings of the 
organisms.  As you observe, try to think about why things look and act the way they 
do and write them down in your journal.   
 
Read  
In the winter, wood frogs hibernate under logs, stumps, or leaf litter. Their bodies 
freeze in the winter, and their heart and breathing stop. As much as 65% of the water 
in the wood frog's body turns to ice. When spring comes around, the wood frog 
thaws out and hops over to a breeding pond. 
 
NOTE:  “Engage” AND “Explore” to be completed on Day 1 

 

 

Explore-Day 1 
Animals have different traits, including body parts, that help them to communicate 
with other animals and increase their chances of reproduction and survival.  These 
traits are called adaptations.  What adaptation does the wood frog have? 
 
Complete the Explore worksheet attached to the packet.  
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Explain- Day 2 
Read the article Adapting to Survive included in this packet. 
 
After reading, answer the questions in complete sentences in your science 
journal.  
 

 

 

Apply- Day 3 

Using 2-3 complete sentences, answer the following questions in your science 
journal.  Be sure to use “Terms to Know” vocabulary where appropriate.   
 

1. Why do you think grasshoppers are green? How does this help it? 

2. People use something very similar to a hummingbird's beak when they 
drink at times. What is it? 

3. What is the praying mantis act like or mimic on a branch? 

4. Would a polar bear like to live in the desert? Why or why not? 

5. Which habitat do you think would be the easiest to live in? Which would 
be the hardest? 

 

Suggestions: 

Discuss terms like:  camouflage, mimicry, adaptations, environment, predator 

Terms can be found in the “Terms to know” tool at the end of the packet. 

NOTE:  “Apply” AND “Share” to be completed on Day 3 

 

 

Share- Day 3 

When you finish answering the questions above, interview 1-2 people and ask 
them the same questions.  Write down their answers.  Discuss how each of 
you came up with your answers.  Why were they similar? Why were they 
different? 
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Evaluate- Day 4-8 

Design an animal that is able to survive in the environment described below.  
You may use any of the adaptations/traits listed in the “Terms to know” 
section, or you can make up your own.   

You can choose to: 

A. Draw a colorful picture, on poster paper or in your journal, and label 
each trait.   

OR  

B. Make a model of your animal using any materials you find around 
your home.   

Be sure to think about the following things when you design your animal: 

1. What will you name your animal? 
2. Where does it live (habitat)? 
3. What does it eat? 
4. How does it communicate with other animals? 
5. How does it protect itself from the environment and from predators? 

 

Environment 

In the morning, it is cold but it is hot during the day.  At night, water rises 
from underground and covers the whole place.  The water is blue and the 
land is green. 

  

 

 

Extend- Day 9 

When you are finished, present your picture to an adult and explain to them 
how your animal’s adaptations help it to survive in its environment.  
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Explain:  
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Explore   

Animals have different traits, including body parts, that help them to communicate with other animals and 
increase their chances of reproduction and survival.  These traits are called adaptations.  What adaptation 
does the wood frog have?   

One example of an adaptation is body covering. In each box, draw and name 2 examples of animals with each 
type of covering.   

 

 

Animal__________________________________________ 

Animal__________________________________________ 

What do you think the covering is used for? 
________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

Animal__________________________________________ 

Animal__________________________________________ 

What do you think the covering is used for? 
________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

Animal__________________________________________ 

Animal__________________________________________ 

What do you think the covering is used for? 
________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

Soft Fur 

Fluffy Feathers 

Hard Shells 
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Tools 
 
Terms to Know 

Adaptation (in biology): a change in either the structure or functions of an organism over time that better 
enables it to survive and reproduce in its environment. An adaptation can be structural (e.g., talons for seizing 
prey), physiological (e.g., ability to change color), or behavioral.  

Camouflage: something (such as color or shape) that protects an animal from attack or helps it to surprise 
others by making the animal difficult to see against the area surrounding it  

Carnivore: an animal that feeds primarily on meat  

Ecosystem: a community of living things, together with their environment  

Environment: everything around an animal, its natural surroundings including the air, water, soil, and plants  

Habitat: the particular natural environment (place) where an animal or plant is usually found.  

Herbivore: an animal that feeds solely on plants Inheritance: the genetic process of passing characteristics to 
succeeding generations, or the characteristics thus transmitted  

Mammal: a warm-blooded animal that has a body more or less covered by hair, gives live birth, and nourishes 
its young with milk from the mammary glands of the female  

Mimicry: the imitation by an organism of its environment or of other organisms as a means of survival. Also: 
mimic   

Omnivore: an animal that feeds on both plants and animals  

Poisonous: dangerous to bite; containing chemicals that harm the body when eaten  

Predator: an animal that hunts and eats other animals  

Prey: an animal that is hunted or killed by another animal for food  

Reptile: a cold-blooded animal with dry scaly skin that typically lays soft-shelled eggs on land  

Venomous: dangerous to be bitten by; capable of biting, stinging, or otherwise wounding other creatures with 
harmful chemicals. 
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Earthquake Engineering Grade 4 
Learning Outcomes:  

• Describe that a wave is energy that can travel through air, water, and solid surfaces. 
• Identify the parts of a wave in terms of wavelength and amplitude. 
• Students will design and construct a structure that can withstand a simulated earthquake.  

 
NGSS Standards:  

• 4-PS4-1: Develop a model of waves to describe patterns in terms of amplitude and wavelength that 
can cause objects to move.  

• 4-ESS3-2: Generate and compare multiple solutions to a problem based on how well they meet the 
criteria and constraints of the design solution.  

 
Timing: Each day is roughly 30 minutes. 
 
Prepare: Make a Science Journal!   

1. Fold papers in half (at least 5 sheets suggested)  
2. Fasten papers with staples or holes and string.  
3. Design the cover with a title (My Science Journal), a picture, and your name.  

 
 

 

Engage-Day 1 

Answer the following questions in your journal-  
• Do you think waves are living or non-living? 
• Do they have body parts like you? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

Page 42 of 59

http://happyonthetrip.blogspot.com/2011/05/tsunami.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 

© HyperDocs  

 

Explore-Day 2 

Try this- 
1) Find a container and fill it half with water. Add food 

coloring for fun! 
2) Then toss in a penny 
3) What did you notice? Record any observations into your 

journal.  
4) Now try tossing in a nickel or any heavier objects. 
5) Record any observations in your journal.  

  
Ready for another activity! 
 
Find a jump rope, yarn or rope. 
Tie one end to a table leg or doorknob. 
 
Then move your hand in an up and down motion. Try moving 
your hand fast and then slow. Try using moving your hand up 
high and then down low.  
 
Record and draw any observations in your journal.

 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY-NC-ND 
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Explain-Day 3  
Read the attached handouts on waves and earthquakes. Then 
try to label the parts of a wave from the water dish or rope 
activity.  
 
Read the Mini page article. Discuss what you learned with your 
family. Discuss with your family how you can prepare for an 
earthquake (given that California lies in between two tectonic 
plates); and is likely to have a severe earthquake in the future.  
 
Write an earthquake plan in your journal 

 

 

Apply-Days 4-6 

Engineering project: Design a structure that can withstand a simulated 
earthquake. The structure will be put on a shaking tray that you create 
and should not slip or fall over. It should withstand shaking for 10 
seconds.   

• The structure should be in between 5 and 15 centimeters.  
• The structure should be 2 story. 
• The structure should hold a small weight on the roof, such as a 

quarter. 
 

Use materials at your house to build your structure. Materials may 
include straws, pens, spoons, or popsicle sticks for the support walls. 
The floors and roof may be created from cardboard, paper, index 
cards, or paper towels.  
 
Your structure may have extra pieces to make it strong such as paper 
clips, smaller sticks, coffee stirrers. Be creative on finding materials 
at your house! After you have gathered your materials, make a 
sketch of your building.  
 
Using your plan, construct your building. You need to be creative on 
how you are going to hold your pieces together. Choices could include 
tape, glue or clay. Test your building on shaking tray for 10 seconds. 

 
One idea for a shaking tray is to put small balls under a plate. Put your 
project on the plate and roll it back and forth for 10 seconds. You can 
use any flat surface, like a cookie sheet or cardboard. Plus, any round 
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object that rolls like marbles or rolling pin. 

 
 
 Did your building fall down? Did your building slip and slide? Did your 
building hold the weight? Record your answers in your journal. 
 
This building design is your Prototype 1. 
 

 Explain-Day 7 

 

Modern buildings are made with modification to 
withstand earthquakes. These modifications may include 
base isolation, cross bracing, and damper ball.  
 
 
 

 
 
Above: base isolation 
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Above: Cross bracing  
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Above: Damper ball pendulum 
 

 

Apply- Days 8-9 
In your journal, add a component to your sketch for your 
building to be more earthquake resistant.  
 
This design is Prototype 2. 
 
Add the earthquake resistant components to your building. 
Test it again using your shake tray. Record in your journal the 
results of shaking prototype 2 for 10 seconds 
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Share-Day 10 

When you are finished, present your project to an adult. Show them how 
long your structure can stay on the shaking tray. Tell the adult what 
modification you made to your structure to resist earthquakes. 
 

 

 

Evaluate-Day 10 

In your journal, answer these questions: 
• Was your project successful? Why or why not? 
• How could you do this project better next time to improve the 

results? 
 

 

Extend-Day 10 

Now that you are an expert on Earthquake Safety components. 
Try making a structure with many floors, like a hospital or 
skyscraper. Remember to test your new structures on the shake 
table. Also try to increase the amount of time your structure can 
remain stable on the shake table. Record the results in your 
journal.  
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Earthquakes!

Please include all of the appropriate registered trademark symbols and copyright lines in any publication of The Mini Page®.

  In January, a strong earthquake hit 
Haiti. It killed about 220,000 people 
and injured about 300,000. More than 
a million people lost their homes.
  In February, an earthquake that was 
about 500 times more powerful hit 
Chile. However, the Chile earthquake 
did not do as much damage. The quake 
and following tsunamis* killed about 
500 people. Hundreds of thousands 
of people had major damage to their 
homes and businesses. 
*Tsunamis (soo-NAHM-ees) are fast-
moving, giant ocean waves.

  Other big earthquakes have struck 
in Mexico and California and in 
Indonesia this year. To learn more 
about earthquakes, The Mini Page 
talked with a scientist at the U.S. 
Geological Survey.

What is an earthquake?
  An earthquake is a sudden release 
of energy caused by the movement 
of the Earth’s crust or upper mantle. 
During an earthquake:
    • the Earth shakes and cracks;
    • quakes can cause landslides;
    • sandy areas with a lot of water 
might turn to liquid for a few seconds 
to a few minutes. The liquid can be 
forced upward as high as 20 feet. The 
holes this liquid makes are called 
“sand boils” or “sand blows.”
  Earthquakes can also cause 
tsunamis with waves as high as 100 
feet. These waves can travel about 600 
miles per hour. Earthquakes in Chile 
have caused tsunamis that killed 
people in Japan.
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The 8.8 magnitude 
earthquake that hit Chile 
on Feb. 27 destroyed many 
older buildings, such as this 
one in Concepcion. But most 
modern buildings, like the 
tall one in the background, 
were mostly undamaged 
in the quake. In the last 40 
years, Chile has set strict 
standards for new buildings 
so that most are earthquake-
resistant.

People walk in front of a collapsed building 
brought down by the January earthquake in 
Haiti. Experts say most buildings collapsed 
within 10 seconds after the quake started. 
Many people did not have enough time to 
escape.
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Parts of our planet
  The Earth is formed with:
  A. an inner core of solid iron and 
nickel
  B. an outer core of melted iron and 
nickel
  C. a mantle of molten rock. This 
is melting rock, in a kind of halfway 
stage between being solid and liquid.
  D. a hard 
crust, from 
5 miles to 40 
miles deep.

The force of most 
earthquakes is 
centered in the 
crust (D) and in 
the upper part of 
the mantle (C).Page 49 of 59
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More About Earthquakes

Words that remind us of earthquakes are hidden in the block below. Some 
words are hidden backward or diagonally. See if you can find:  ALASKA,  
BUILDINGS,  CALIFORNIA,  CHILE,  CORE,  CRUST,  DAY,  EARTH,  
ENERGY,  EPICENTER,  FAULT,  FIRE,  HAITI,  HIT,  MAGNITUDE,  MOVE,  
PLATES,  RING,  SEISMIC,  SHAKE,  TSUNAMI,  WAVES.

Earthquakes try ’n
find

The earTh’s 
crusT is on The 

move!
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Basset Brown 

the news

 Hound’s

TM

ready resources
from The Mini Page © 2010 Universal Uclick

The Mini Page provides ideas for Web sites, 
books or other resources that will help you learn more 
about this week’s topics.
On the Web:
• http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/kids
• www.fema.gov/kids/knw_eq.htm
At the library:
    • “Earthquakes” by Seymour Simon
    • “TIME for Kids: Earthquakes!” by the Editors of TIME for 
Kids with Barbara Collier
    • “Earthquake in the Early Morning” (Magic Tree House No. 
24) by Mary Pope Osborne
    • “The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake 
of 1906” by Laurence Yep

Please include all of the appropriate registered trademark symbols and copyright lines in any publication of The Mini Page®.

A changing world
  The crust, or surface of the Earth, 
is broken into 15 huge parts called 
plates. These plates are like giant 
puzzle pieces.
  Faults are located at the edges 
of these plates. A fault is a break in 
the Earth where plates may slip past 
each other. Most earthquakes occur 
along these faults.

  During a quake, 
one plate might 
move to the side. 
The other plate 
might move the 
other way. The 

recent earthquake in Haiti was this 
type of earthquake.
  Or one plate 
might move up and 
the other might 
move down. The 
recent earthquake 
in Chile was this type of quake. This 
type of quake and volcanoes often 
occur in the same area.  

  The January 
earthquake in Haiti 
had a magnitude of 
7.0. Chile’s February 
earthquake had an 
8.8 magnitude. This 
was about 500 times 
more powerful than 
the Haiti quake.

  In 1960, the biggest earthquake 
ever recorded hit Chile. It measured 
at 9.5. This was more than 5,000 times 
stronger than the Haiti earthquake.

Size and strength
  Scientists have several different 
scales to measure the size of 
earthquakes. They all can be 
translated into a measure called 
magnitude. Using one measure 
makes it easier to compare quakes.
  The higher the magnitude, the 
more powerful an earthquake is. A 
magnitude of 
7 and above is 
considered to be 
a major quake. 
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A tsunami destroyed 
this house and car near 
Concepcion, Chile, after 
the February earthquake. 
This tsunami had waves 
about 32 feet tall.
“Tsunami” comes from a 
Japanese word meaning 
“harbor wave.” Tsunamis 
can be caused by 
earthquakes, underwater 
landslides, volcanic 
eruptions and meteorites 
landing in the ocean.

HAITI

USA 
(FL)

MEXICO

JAMAICA

CUBA

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC

Chile

SOUTH 
AMERICA
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Rookie Cookie’s Recipe
Grilled Cheese Plus

from The Mini Page © 2010 Universal Uclick

Meet Lara Jill Miller
    Lara Jill Miller is the voice of Izzie in the PBS 
series “SciGirls” and its partner, pbskids.org/
scigirls. Izzie is an animated character appearing 
with real girls involved with science.
  Lara began acting when she was 8 years old, 
appearing in the Broadway musical “The Music 

Man.” She later appeared in the TV series “Gimme a Break!” 
She became an attorney, but continues to work in show business 
as well.
  She has been the voice of characters in many shows, including 
several characters in the Disney Channel’s “Higglytown Heroes,” 
the puppy Clifford in PBS TV’s “Clifford’s Puppy Days,” Juniper 
in the Cartoon Network’s “The Life and Times of Juniper Lee” and 
Widget in Nickelodeon’s “Wow Wow Wubbzy.”
  Lara, 43, was born in Allentown, Pa. She enjoys juggling, tennis 
and swimming, and plays the guitar and piano.

You’ll need:
• 4 sandwich rolls
• mayonnaise or Dijon mustard
•  1 (14-ounce) can artichoke hearts, 

drained
What to do:
1.  Cut rolls in half and spread desired amount of mayonnaise or 

mustard on top halves.
2. Slice artichoke hearts into fourths.
3.  Place bottom halves of rolls on baking sheet. Layer cheese slices, 

artichokes and tomato slices.
4. Drizzle salad dressing over the top of tomatoes.
5. Broil sandwich bottoms for 2 minutes until cheese is melted.
6. Cover with tops and serve.
You will need an adult’s help with this recipe.

from The Mini Page © 2010 Universal Uclick
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from The Mini Page © 2010 Universal Uclick

Geoff:  What does a cow provide during an 
earthquake? 
     Ted: Milk shakes!

Amy:  What is a favorite breakfast during an 
earthquake?

Nhan: Quaker oats!

TM

All the following jokes have something in common. 
Can you guess the common theme or category?

James:  What did the duck say following the 
Earth’s tremors?

Sherman: “Quake, quake!”

Please include all of the appropriate registered trademark symbols and copyright lines in any publication of The Mini Page®.

Mini Spy . . .
Mini Spy and the gang are looking at an earthquake 
map of North America. See if you can find:    • umbrella
• whale  • sailboat  • number 3  • fish
• bell  • alligator  • elephant  • number 2
• word MINI  • chicken  • question mark  • peanut
• number 7  • eyeglasses • teapot  • key
• flying goose • heart  • exclamation mark

from The Mini Page © 2010 Universal Uclick

TM

•  4 reduced-fat American cheese 
slices

• 4 thick slices of tomato
• Italian salad dressing
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      The Mini Page’s popular series of issues about each 
state is collected here in a 156-page softcover book. 
Conveniently spiral-bound for ease of use, this invaluable 
resource contains A-to-Z facts about each state, along 
with the District of Columbia. Illustrated with colorful 
photographs and art, and complete with updated 
information, The Mini Page Book of States will be a 
favorite in classrooms and homes for years to come.

NEW
!

To order, send $15.99 ($19.99 Canada) plus $5 postage and 
handling for each copy. Make check or money order (U.S. 
funds only) payable to Universal Uclick. Send to The Mini 
Page Book of States, Universal Uclick, P.O. Box 6814, 
Leawood, KS 66206. Or call toll-free 800-591-2097 or go 
to www.smartwarehousing.com. 
Please send ______ copies of The Mini Page Book of States 
(Item #0-7407-8549-4) at $20.99 each, total cost. (Bulk discount information 
available upon request.)
Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City: ______________________________________________
State: __________________________ Zip: ________________

The Mini Page® Book of States
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More Earthquake Facts

Please include all of the appropriate registered trademark symbols and copyright lines in any publication of The Mini Page®.

The Mini Page Staff
Betty Debnam - Founding Editor and Editor at Large  Lisa Tarry - Managing Editor  Lucy Lien - Associate Editor  Wendy Daley - Artist

Where in the world
  Earthquakes usually occur where 
they have happened in the past. Most 
hit in areas around the Pacific Ocean. 
This area is called the “Ring of Fire.”

More quake terms to know
  The focus is where the earthquake 
starts.
  The epicenter is the point on the 
Earth’s surface just above the focus.

  In the years before a quake, 
the Earth’s crust bends. When it 
finally snaps into a new position, an 
earthquake occurs.
  While the crust is snapping, 
vibrations called seismic (SIZE-mik) 
waves travel from the source of the 
quake to other parts of the Earth.

Quake numbers
  Experts believe there are several 
million earthquakes in the world 
each year. We don’t even notice 
most of them. They may be so small 
we don’t detect them. Or they may 
hit areas with few people. Most 
occur under the sea or in mostly 
unpopulated areas.
  The number of big earthquakes is 
not changing. Experts say there are 
about 15 earthquakes of magnitude 7 
and one of about 8.8 each year. 
  It only seems as if there have been 
more quakes lately because some 
have hit heavily populated areas.
  Earthquakes hit some areas more 
frequently. For example, in the last 
30 years, Chile has had about 15 
major earthquakes. Haiti’s last 
major destructive quake before 
January was in the 1700s. 

The shaded 
area shows 
the most 
active 
earthquake 
areas.

Where in the U.S.
  The chances of an earthquake 
are greatest in the western United 
States. Florida and North Dakota 
have the smallest number of 
earthquakes in the country.
  Alaska has the most earthquakes 
in America. It has a major 
earthquake about once a year.
  The largest recorded earthquake 
in the United States was off the coast 
of Alaska in 1964. It had a magnitude 
of 9.2.
  Even 
though this 
was the 
second-biggest 
earthquake 
ever recorded, 
it caused only 
131 deaths, 
partly because 
its main force 
hit in areas 
with few 
people.
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The 1964 Alaska 
earthquake hit in the 
waters of Prince William 
Sound. It damaged 
buildings in nearby cities, 
such as Anchorage.
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This girl is walking in 
front of a giant crack in a 
highway near Petit-Goave, 
Haiti, after the January 
earthquake.

The Mini Page thanks Dr. Harley Benz, 
scientist in charge of the National 
Earthquake Information Center, United 
States Geological Survey, for help with 
this issue.

Look through your newspaper for stories 
about natural disasters.
Next week, The Mini Page is about summer 
camps.

Seismographs 
(SIZE-moh-
grafs) can 
measure 

seismic waves thousands of miles away.

Epicenter
Crust

Focus

Mantle

Seismic 
waves

Seismic 
waves
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(Note to Editor: Above is copy block for Page 3, Issue 20, to be used in 
place of ad if desired.)

Please include all of the appropriate registered trademark symbols and copyright lines in any publication of The Mini Page®.

from The Mini Page © 2010 Universal Uclick

Supersport: Gordon Hayward
Height: 6-8   Weight: 200   Hometown: Brownsburg, Ind.
    By the looks of him now, it’s hard to believe Gordon Hayward 
was a 5-foot, 10-inch guard in high school. “I prayed to be 6-2,” he 
said. And, boy, did he get more inches!
    Hayward used his 6-8 height — and his skills — to lead Butler’s 
basketball team to the school’s first Final Four appearance on 
April 3-5, which was held in an arena near the school’s campus in 

Indianapolis. The Bulldogs play their home games in the same Hinkle Gym where 
part of the movie “Hoosiers” was filmed.
    Without Hayward, Butler probably wouldn’t have become the big story. The 
talented sophomore averaged 15.2 points and 8.3 rebounds in the first 36 games. 
He won Horizon League Player of the Year honors, then was named Most 
Outstanding Player in the NCAA West Regional finals after sparking an upset 
win over Kansas State.
  Gordon is also a scholarly student with a 3.3 grade point average. This once 
“little” guard now plays a giant’s role on the court.

(Note to Editor: Above is the Standards for Issue 20.)

Standards Spotlight: 
Earthquakes!

Mini Page activities meet many state and national educational standards. Each 
week we  identify standards that relate to The Mini Page’s content and offer 
activities that will help your students reach them.
This week’s standard:
•  Students understand changes in the Earth and sky. (Science: Earth and Space 

Science)
Activities:
1.  For fun, find five things in the newspaper that shake. Explain your choices.
2.  Circle newspaper pictures of items you would send to help people who have just 

been in an earthquake.
3.  On one half of a piece of paper, paste newspaper words/pictures of tools to 

repair or rebuild houses. On the other half, paste words/pictures of materials 
used to make those repairs.

4.  How do these terms relate to earthquakes: (a) tsunami, (b) plates, (c) epicenter, 
and (d) Ring of Fire?

5.  Use the Web sites in today’s Mini Page to learn about earthquake careers. 
Choose a career you might like. Write a paragraph about the qualifications for 
that career.

(standards by Dr. Sherrye D. Garrett, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi)

®
from The Mini Page © 2010 Universal Uclick

TM

by Betty Debnam

Appearing in your 
 newspaper on ______.
from The Mini Page © 2010 Universal Uclick

in

Distributed by Universal Uclick

®

(Note to Editor: Above is camera-
ready, one column-by-31/2-inch ad 
promoting Issue 20.)

Read all 
about 

earthquakes
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Accommodations Menu 1st-5th Grade 
Below you will find a list of options to provide access and assist with your child’s distance learning 

experience.  As you work with your child at home please keep the following tips in mind: 

Engagement 
Keep your child interested  

  

• Allow your child to make choices so they remain interested 
in the activity. 

• Try to make connections to what your child is learning. 

• Help your child stay motivated by providing a checklist of 
tasks and celebrating completion. 

• Change up the environment, work in a place where your 
child works best   

Representation 
Offer your child information 

in multiple ways  

  
  

• Simplify directions for your child and repeat as necessary 

• Model an example of tasks before having them complete it 

• Provide a few additional opportunities to practice the skill 

• Provide pictures and real-life examples whenever possible 

Action and 
Expression 

Let your child show what they 
know in multiple ways   

  

• Provide your child choice on how they express what they 
know (discussion, drawings, acting out) 

• Provide frequent feedback while your child is working  

 

Reading 
Chunking reading 
 

Read a paragraph at the time. Check for understanding by asking a 
question related to what you read. Your child can point, look at the 
pictures or verbally tell you. 

• Show me.... 

• Point at the....  

Highlight important 
information 

Use a highlighter (your child’s favorite color or what you have 
available at home). 

Utilize movement or sound 
effects 

Act it out and move like the characters in the story. Make different 
voices representing the different characters. 

Provide multiple response 
options for answering text 
dependent questions 

Give different ways for your child to respond using the pictures in 
the book.  Have him/her point, accept sound approximations.    

Record yourself reding with a 
phone, tablet, or camera.  

You, or any other adult or older sibling, can make a recording of the 
reading passage. Have your child replay the story as many times as 
needed. 
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You can also record your own made up stories and turn them into a 
movie. 

Provide oral instructions 
instead of written when 
appropriate  

 You may also use pictures as a way of presenting instructions.  
Break instructions into small steps.   

Allow for answers to use 
dictation to capture 
responses 

Use a tape recorder (recording on phone or tablet) to capture your 
child’s responses. 

Math 
Use manipulatives   Use items you may have around the house to count or for 

mathematical probes. 

• Pebbles 

• Cheerios 

• Coins, etc.  

 Create songs   Make up songs with a catchy tune for your child to remember 
mathematical concepts and/or formulas and make up movements 
to go along with the songs. 

 Highlight, circle or use clear 
tape  

 Use a highlighter or clear tape to visually identify key words, and 
numbers in math word problems. 

 Review step by step 
instructions 

 Have your child repeat the instruction back to you to check for their 
understanding 

Number line 
0-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10 

A number line can be a great tool when working with basic facts 

Multiplication table, 
Calculator 
 

 Support your child by allowing them to use these tools when 
working on problems with many steps. 

Writing 
Incorporate drawing and 
illustration  

Allow your child the opportunity to draw pictures to demonstrate 
what they know or to answer questions and tell you about it  

Create sentence frames   Support your child when responding to questions by starting a 
response together. 

• I like ______ because____. 

• In my opinion... 

• My favorite part... 

• According to the text...   
 

Allow for answers to be 
dictated to capture responses  

 Provide your child the opportunity to tell you their response and 
record using a phone or tablet when possible  

 Use graphic organizer   Allow your child an opportunity to organize their thoughts and 
ideas prior to writing. Brainstorm together and make a list of ideas 
or short phrases. Some examples are provided in your packet. 

Provide choices for topics   When writing focus on what your child enjoys and provide options 
of high interest.   
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Chunking writing Cut down the amount of writing and spread it out over time. 

Academic Behavior Accommodations Menu 
Provide a quiet location for 
your child 

A 'chillax' area is a place where your child can destress or regroup.  

Use a timer Use your kitchen timer or your cell phone to give your child to 
break or a moment to regroup. 

Provide breaks often 
 

Give your child intervals of work time and self- selected activities.  

Allow movement 
opportunities 
 

Everyone learns differently, allow your child the flexibility to stand, 
sit, walk in place when needed.   

Have students work toward 
something they would like to 
earn 

Provide your child with a “reward” once they complete their task. 
The reward can be something tangible, a toy or stickers or 
something that would encourage them to complete their work.  
The task/activity can be divided into small chunks. The rewards can 
also be given at the end of each step.  

Positive reinforcement Everyone loves praise! Praise your child’s effort and encourage the 
next step in any activity.   

 

These are only suggested guidelines to help you increase access and enhance your child’s distance 

learning experience.  Providing options and choices in engagement, representation and action and 

expression is important for all learners.    

Don’t forget, make this time of learning together as fun and positive as possible.    
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Departamento de Educación Especial FUSD Menú de 

Adaptaciones Grados 1-5 
Saludos Padres de familia y Tutores legales, 

A continuación, encontrará una lista de opciones para proporcionar acceso y ayudar, a su hijo, con la 

experiencia de aprendizaje a distancia. Mientras trabaja con su hijo en casa tenga en cuenta estos 

consejos: 

Participación 
Mantenga a su hijo interesado 

  

• Permita que su hijo tome decisiones para que siga 
interesado en la actividad. 

• Intente hacer conexiones con lo que su hijo está 
aprendiendo.  

• Ayude a su hijo a mantenerse motivado 
proporcionándole una lista de verificación de 
tareas y celebrando su finalización. 

• Cambie de entorno, trabaje en un lugar donde su 
hijo trabaje mejor. 

Representación 
Ofrezca a su hijo información de varias 

maneras.  

  
  

• Simplifique las instrucciones para su hijo y 
repítalas según sea necesario.  

• Modele un ejemplo de tareas antes de hacer que 
lo terminen. 

• Proporcione algunas oportunidades adicionales 
para practicar la habilidad. 

• Proporciónele imágenes y ejemplos de la vida real 
siempre que sea posible. 

Acción y Expresión 
Deje que su hijo muestre lo que sabe 

de varias maneras  
  

• Brinde a su hijo la opción de expresar lo que sabe 
(discusión, dibujos, actuación) 

• Proporcione comentarios frecuentes mientras su 
hijo está trabajando.  

 Adaptaciones 

Lectura 
Lectura fragmentaria 
 

Lea un párrafo a la vez. Verifique la comprensión 
haciendo una pregunta relacionada con lo que leyó. Su 
hijo puede señalar, mirar las imágenes o decirle de 
manera verbal. 

• Muéstrame.... 

• Señala el....  

Resalte Información Importante  Utilice un marcador fluorescente (del color favorito de su 
hijo o del que tenga disponible en casa). 
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Utilice movimientos o efectos de sonido Actúe y muévase como los personajes del cuento. Haga 
diferentes voces que representan a los diferentes 
personajes. 

Proporcione múltiples opciones de 
respuesta para contestar preguntas 
dependientes del texto. 

Brinde diferentes formas para que su hijo responda 
usando las imágenes del libro. Haga que él/ella apunte, 
acepte aproximaciones sólidas. 

Grábese leyendo con un teléfono, 
tableta, o cámara. 

Usted, o cualquier otro adulto o hermano mayor puede 
hacer una grabación del pasaje de lectura. Haga que a su 
hijo repita el cuento tantas veces sea necesario. También 
puede grabar sus propios cuentos inventados y 
convertirlos en una película. 

Proporcione instrucciones orales en 
lugar de escritas cuando sea apropiado.   

También puede usar imágenes como una forma de 
presentar instrucciones. 
Divida las instrucciones en pasos pequeños.  

Permita que las respuestas usen el 
dictado para captar respuestas. 

Use una grabadora (grabar en un teléfono o tableta) para 
capturar las respuestas de su hijo.  

Matemáticas 
Use manipulativos   Use objetos que pueda tener alrededor en la casa para 

contar o para investigaciones matemáticas. 

• Piedras 

• Cereal Cheerios 

• Monedas, etc.  

 Componer canciones   Invente canciones con una melodía pegadiza para que 
su hijo recuerde conceptos matemáticos o fórmulas e 
invente movimientos ara acompañar las canciones. 

 Resalte, circule o use cinta adhesiva 
transparente. 

 Use un marcador fluorescente o cinta adhesiva 
transparente para identificar visualmente las palabras 
clave y los números en problemas matemáticos escritos 
en palabra.  

 Revise las instrucciones paso a paso. Haga que su hijo le repita las instrucciones para verificar 
su comprensión.  

Línea Numérica 
0-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10 

Una línea numérica puede ser una gran herramienta al 
trabajar con problemas básicos. 

Tabla de multiplicar, calculadora 
 

 Apoye a su hijo, permitiéndole usar estas herramientas 
cuando trabaje en problemas con varios pasos. 

Escritura 
Incorpore dibujos e ilustraciones. Permita que su hijo tenga la oportunidad de hacer 

dibujos para demostrar lo que sabe o para responder 
preguntas y que le cuente sobre el dibujo. 

Crear marcos de oraciones.  Apoye a su hijo cuando responda preguntas 
comenzando una respuesta juntos. 

• Me gusta ______ porque____. 

• En mi opinión... 
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• Mi parte favorita es... 

• Según el texto...   

Permita que se dicten respuestas para 
capturar respuestas. 

 Bríndele a su hijo la oportunidad de decirle su 
respuesta y grábelo/a usando un teléfono o tableta 
cuando sea posible.  

 Use un organizador gráfico Permita que su hijo tenga la oportunidad de organizar 
sus pensamientos e ideas antes de escribir. Juntos, 
hagan una lluvia de ideas y una lista de ideas o frases 
cortas. Se proporcionaron algunos ejemplos en su 
paquete.   

Proporcione opciones para los temas   Al escribir enfóquese en lo que le gusta a su hijo y 
brinde opciones de alto interés.  

Escritura fragmentaria  Reduzca la cantidad de escritura y distribúyala en 
diferentes tiempos. 

Menú de adaptaciones de comportamiento académico 
Proporcione un lugar tranquilo para su hijo  Un área 'chillax' es un lugar donde su hijo puede 

desestresarse y reagruparse.  

Use una alarma Use la alarma de cocina o su teléfono celular para 
darle a su hijo un descanso o un momento para 
reagruparse.  

Proporcione descansos a menudo 
 

Dele a su hijo periodos de tiempo de trabajo y de 
actividades autoseleccionadas. 

Permita oportunidades de movimiento. 
 

Todos aprenden de manera diferente, permita que 
su hijo tenga la flexibilidad de pararse, sentarse, 
caminar en lugar cuando sea necesario. 

Haga que los estudiantes trabajen por 
obtener algo que les gustaría ganar.  

Proporcione a su hijo una “recompensa” una vez 
que complete su deber. La recompensa puede ser 
algo tangible, un juguete o calcomanía o algo que 
los anime a completar su trabajo. El deber/actividad 
se puede dividir en porciones pequeñas. 
Las recompensas también se pueden dar al final de 
cada paso.   

Fortalecimiento positivo ¡Todos aman los elogios! Elogie el esfuerzo de su 
hijo y anime el siguiente paso de cualquier 
actividad.   

 

Estas son solo normas sugeridas para ayudarlo a aumentar el acceso y mejorar la experiencia de 

aprendizaje a distancia de su hijo. El proporcionar opciones y decisiones de compromiso, 

representación, y acción y expresión es importante para todos los alumnos. 

No lo olvide, haga que este tiempo de aprender juntos sea lo más divertido y positivo posible. 
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